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Forms for the Visual Inspection of Buildings
The Regular Inspection of Buildings Committee of the Scientific and Technical Chamber of 
Cyprus (ETEK) has prepared and published a series of methodologies and forms for the 
visual inspection of buildings with the scope of:

a. Identifying and addressing visually apparent problems in buildings that may pose a safety   
risk to its users and passers-by.

b. Producing an easy to use tool to be used by Engineers.

c. Ensuring the safety of building users and the general public.

d. Encouraging the regular visual inspections of buildings.

e. providing a common methodology for the visual inspections of buildings

f. Serve as tool for  the development of an Electronic Buildings’ Identity Registry
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➢ ETEK Visual Inspection Forms have been prepared 

by the Scientific Committee for the Regular 

Inspection of Structures (TEK) and by an Ad Hoc 

Task Group appointed by ETEK executive board for 

the production of R.A.V.I.F. forms. For both of them, 

Platonas Stylianou was the Working Group 

Coordinator \ Chair person.

➢ The documents have been approved by the Executive 

Board of ETEK and are officially published, openly 

launched to the public and disseminated to all 

governmental departments.
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ΕΤΕΚ Forms for the Visual Inspection of Buildings

A. Visual Inspection Form (V.I.F.) 

➢ Guidelines for the Visual Inspection of Load-Bearing and 

other non-load bearing elements of buildings, by Civil 

Engineers identifying, recording and addressing apparent 

problems in a building’s structure, as a means of ensuring 

the safety of buildings’ users and of public safety.
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B. Buildings General Visual Inspection Form (B.G.V.I.F.)

Guidelines for the Visual Inspection of:

• B.1: Architectural and other non-load bearing 

elements

• B2: Load Bearing / Structural Elements

• B3: Electrical Installations

• B4: Mechanical Installations
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➢ Visual Inspection Form (V.I.F.)



8

7
8

th
 E

C
C

E 
ge

n
er

al
 m

ee
ti

n
g

Eur. Ing. Platonas Stylianou, B.Eng. (Hons), MSc, MCS, CEng, FICE, FCA, FCIArb.



9

7
8

th
 E

C
C

E 
ge

n
er

al
 m

ee
ti

n
g

Eur. Ing. Platonas Stylianou, B.Eng. (Hons), MSc, MCS, CEng, FICE, FCA, FCIArb.



10

7
8

th
 E

C
C

E 
ge

n
er

al
 m

ee
ti

n
g

Eur. Ing. Platonas Stylianou, B.Eng. (Hons), MSc, MCS, CEng, FICE, FCA, FCIArb.



11

7
8

th
 E

C
C

E 
ge

n
er

al
 m

ee
ti

n
g

Eur. Ing. Platonas Stylianou, B.Eng. (Hons), MSc, MCS, CEng, FICE, FCA, FCIArb.

Note: It is highlighted that by carrying out inspections and visual 

checks of a building using the V.I.F. form, is not equivalent to 

assessing the load-bearing capacity and/or structural capacity of the 

building, which, if required, should be carried out in accordance with 

the requirements of Eurocode 8, Part 3 (CYS EN 1998-3:2005).
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ΕΤΕΚ Forms for the Visual Inspection of Buildings

Section: Dangerous Buildings

Is the building or part of it deemed dangerous 

to public safety?

➢ If the building is considered dangerous to public safety, the competent 

authority is informed, so that the necessary actions pursuant to Articles 15, 15A 

and 15B of the Regulation of Streets and Buildings Law are taken.

YES      NO
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3 types of Certificates Issued, following Visual Inspection
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Part of ETEK forms for the Visual Inspection of Buildings is the Methodology / 

guidelines for the completion of the forms:

For instance, guidelines are provided for the visual assessment of the condition of the 

concrete elements (Good / Moderate / Poor). Special care must be given since the 

assessing relies on the judgement and experience of the Inspecting Civil Engineer.  
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TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF A 2-STOREY 

BUILDING 
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Methodology for the Regular Inspection of Buildings

➢ A. V.I.F. and B. B.G.V.I.F. Forms, form part of the 

“Methodology for the Regular Inspection of 

Buildings” also prepared and published by ETEK. 
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The Methodology for the Regular Inspection of Buildings also includes guidelines for 

the frequency of visual inspection of buildings, depending on the seismic code the 

building was designed (for the case of Cyprus) and the category (use) of the building, in 

relation to the Importance Class and according to Eurocode 8.
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ETEK has also prepared and published a methodology and Form for the C. Rapid Visual 

Screening of Buildings for Potential Seismic Hazard (R.V.S.B.) with the scope of:

➢ providing a standardized methodology for the 

rapid visual screening of buildings for potential 

seismic hazard and the categorization with a 

pointing system of buildings into priority 

categories for further checks\ assessment. 
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The development of a Methodology for the Rapid 

Visual Screening of Buildings for Potential Seismic 

Hazard was considered as a necessity in Cyprus, 

considering that:
➢ A. significant number of buildings in Cyprus has been built in time 

periods during which:

• No seismic code or less demanding seismic codes were 

implemented for the design of buildings.

• The mandatory supervision of construction works on site by a 

competent Engineer was not enforced.

• There was lack of good quality construction materials,

➢ and B, that a large number of buildings is:

• of a significant age  / aging building stock,

• Not regularly inspected.

• not being maintained at regular intervals

• Sometimes buildings are abandoned or not maintained at all.

• There is lack of records regarding additions and/or alternations.
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1st ASSESSEMENT LEVEL - Rapid Visual Screening of Buildings for Potential Seismic Hazard

➢ V.I.F. & R.V.S.B. forms

2nd ASSESSMENT LEVEL - Preliminary Assessment of  Vulnerability of 

Buildings

Includes:

❑Preliminary tests on structural elements materials (i.e. for establishing 

the compressive strength of concrete / tensile strength of steel 

reinforcement) 

❑Preliminary calculations 

3rd ASSESSMENT LEVEL - Assessment and Retrofitting of Buildings in 

accordance to Eurocode 8 Part 3

Includes:

❑Structural Analysis of the buildings seismic capacity (Eurocode 8, 

Part 3)

❑Further testing of materials properties

❑Design of the buildings structural/seismic upgrade and retrofit (if 

deemed necessary).
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C. Rapid Visual Screening of Buildings for Potential Seismic Hazard (R.V.S.B.) Form

Includes guidelines for the structural scoring of buildings (for categorization 

into priority categories for further checks), taking into account, amongst 

other parameters: 

➢ The building’s Structural System

➢ The Seismic Code implemented for the design of the building (including 

the case of no seismic code being implemented)

➢ The Seismic Zone in which the building falls into according to Eurocode 

(CYS EN 1998-1:2004) 

➢ The Importance Class the building falls into (according to Eurocode 8 

((CYS EN 1998-1:2004))

➢ The Ground Type of the Building according to Eurocode 8 (CYS EN 

1998-1:2004)

➢ The existence of elements related to the seismic vulnerability of the 

building, such as among others:

▪ The existence of soft storey

▪ The existence of short columns

▪ Irregularity in Plan

▪ Irregularity in Elevation

▪ Previous Damages from Earthquakes or other dynamic events

▪ Poor condition due to lack of  maintenance or bad 

workmanship
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ΕΤΕΚ Forms for the Visual Inspection of Buildings

• The regular inspection of buildings and the aforementioned ETEK methodology 

are currently recommended documents (not yet legally enforced).

• Lately, the Public Work Department (PWD) started a campaign  to use them for 

all public and governmental buildings.
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• Closing Remarks:

a) The lack of a common European Legislation for the Regular 

Inspection of Buildings  is a tragic fact.

b) We, as ECCE must create awareness on this issue and demand for 

immediate actions.

c) Each one of us should try to help in every  possible way….

…We need your help … Safety comes first!!!
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